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The influence of Arabic on Indian languages
"Kashmiri language as a model
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Abstract

Kashmiri is spoken in the Kashmir province of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan
administrated Kashmir and in the surrounding hills. According to the census report of 2011
Kashmiri is natively spoken by 67,97,587 people in Jammu and Kashmir state, excluding
those Kashmiri speakers which are in Pakistan administrated Kashmir .The variety of
Kashmiri spoken in Srinagar, is generally regarded as the standard Kashmiri. This variety
of Kashmiri is used in the radio broadcasting and T.V. Telecasting, and is also used in the
literature of Kashmiri. The important regional dialects of Kashmiri spoken out side the
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valley are Kashtawari, Poguli, Siraji and Rambani.
The Muslim Kashmiri has borrowings from Persian and Arabic as established by

different researchers, it was believed that Kashmiri language was of Arabic ,Persian and
Urdu origin. If the Kashmiri and its different forms are deeply studied in terms of
pronunciation and morphology it can be concluded that Kashmiri is not different from
Arabic.

After 1947 Perso-Arabic script was recognized as the official script for the Kashmiri
language by Jammu and Kashmir government and is used by Hindu as well by the Muslim
communities. Influences of Arabic-Persian began with the spread of Islam in Kashmir and
the Kashmiri language faces a new linguistic revolution. The use and interference of
Persian and Arabic in the native life and culture slowly influenced Kashmiri. Kashmiri
began to absorb Arabic words at least at the spoken level and through Persian, Arabic
elements slowly found their place in poetry and literature.

In this research paper an attempt has been made to highlight the sources of Kashmiri
words, Perso/Arabic loan words, in Kashmiri. The paper also highlights the aspects of
some semantic changes in Perso/Arabic loan words in Kashmiri
Keywords: Arabic Language, Indian Languages, Kashmiri Language..
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The name of the vernaculars spoken in thevalley of Kashmir and
in the hill adjoining in Kashmir (Kashmiri Language) by origin it isthe
most southern member of the Dard groupof the Dardic Language. This
language thus represents a stag of linguistic progress later than that of
recorded in Iranian Avestern.

LSl s "y malal Ol AuedSH e
Kashmiri is the origin language of the valley of Kashmir and of the

neighboring valleys. Although it has a Dard Basis, it has come to a large
extent under the influence of the Indo- Aryan Ilanguage spoken to its

south.’
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